
Morning Worship 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

June 18, 2017, 10:00 a.m. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

As the Prelude begins, we invite you into a period of quiet reflection  
as we gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God. 

PRELUDE Lord of Majesty Richard Hey Lloyd (b. 1933) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.    

INTROIT Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior  William Doane/Fanny Crosby  

* CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  We call to the Lord 
Many:  and God hears our prayers. 
One:  We lift up our praise 
Many:  and God hears our songs. 
One: We wait for the Lord 
All:  and God answers our hope. 

* HYMN  The God of Abraham Praise No. 488 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Holy One, be with us in our weakness.  When we laugh out of fear, calm us with your 
courage.  When we laugh out of doubt, empower us with your faith.  When we laugh out 
of our confusion, guide us with your wisdom.  Transform our nervous laughter into 
songs of praise and shouts of joy and trust.  (silence)  

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be forever.  Amen. Amen. Amen. 

LISTENING 

We listen for the world of God through song, Scripture, and preaching. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Abigail Adams Spafford  
 Daughter of Chandler and Dave Spafford 
 Frank Graham, Representing the Session 

* Please stand as you are able.   
Please silence all communication devices in the Sanctuary. 



ANTHEM On Holy Ground Geron Davis/John Leavitt 
“When I walked through the doors, I sensed His presence. 

And I knew this was a place where love abounds. 
For this is a temple; the God we love abides here. 

Oh, we are standing in His presence on holy ground. 
We are standing on holy ground. 

And I know there are angels all around. 
Let us praise God now.  Praise Him anyhow, 

for we are standing in His sweet presence on holy ground. 
In His presence, I know there is joy beyond all measure. 
And at His feet, sweet peace of mind can still be found. 

For when we have a need, He is still the answer. 
Reach out and claim it, for we are standing on holy ground. 

Let us praise God now, praise Him anyhow. 
for we are standing in His presence on holy ground.” 

Women of the Chancel Choir 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 
As the children ages four years through third grade gather and recess to the Chapel for Children’s 
Worship, the congregation is invited to join in singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.  

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?  What does the Lord require of you? 
To seek justice, and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  
   Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 Pew Bible pp. 14, 16-17 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS   
   Romans 4:16-21 Pew Bible p. 155 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON    A Love Absurd Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING 

We respond to the hearing of God’s word through affirmation, offering, prayers. 

* HYMN  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens No. 268 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 
Rev. Cynthia Williams 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  



the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Williams 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY Still  Justin Ebach/Molly E. Reed 
“I believe that You are God alone 

But sometimes I still try to take control 
Cause I get scared when I can’t see the end 

And all You want from me is to let go. 
You’re parting waters, making a way for me 

You’re moving mountains that I don’t even see 
You’ve answered my prayer before I even speak 

All You need for me to be is still. 
I bring my praise before I bring my need 

Cause there’s no fear You’ve not already seen 
I rest my heart on all Your promises 

Cause I have seen and know Your faithfulness. 
And know that You are God;  be still 

and know that You, trust that You are parting waters 
Lord, You whispered my name, You answered my prayer 

You’re moving mountains.  Be still.” 
Lori Schellin, vocals 

Patti Kelly, guitar/vocals 
Tom Schellin, guitar 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Rev. Williams 

Blessed Trinity, three-part harmony, in you those who sing for joy revel in your glory, 
and those who cry in pain find comfort in their sorrow.  Thank you for being God with 
us.  Thank you for keeping your promises to our faith ancestors and to us.  Thank you 
for coming near to us in your Son, Jesus Christ.  Thank you for hope that brings life 
through the inpouring of your Holy Spirit.  Thank you for the love you hold up before 
the world on the cross of Christ our Savior.  Even our offerings come from the fruits of 
your blessings.  Amen. 

 * HYMN  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah No. 281 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 



* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his mighty power and his 
grace. I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE Glory Be to God Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
   arr. Frank W. Asper (1892-1973) 

   

Worship Notes 
Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact information in our database, contact 
smpcoffice@smpchome.org. 

MOBILE GIVING:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may give via credit card from your 
mobile device at www.SMPChome.org/GiveOnline. 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by Karen and John Sandeen and in 
celebration of their 57th wedding anniversary and in memory of their fathers, Robert Kraabel and Ivar 
Sandeen. 

The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will meet June 25 at 11:45 a.m. in the Chapel to 
receive new members.  If you have interest in membership, please speak to one of the pastors following 
today’s service.  

Summer Children’s Worship:  All children ages 4 through 3rd grade are invited to Children’s Worship at the 
10:00 am worship service.  If you would like for your four- or five-year-old to be taken to Room 10 
(nursery) following Children’s Worship instead of returning to the Sanctuary, simply place a blue 
band on their wrist.  Bands can be found at the Children’s Worship Bags Station, the Connection Center, 
or by asking an Usher or Greeter.  If you do not place a band on your child’s wrist, they will return to the 
Sanctuary with the older children. 

Worship Teams  
Deacons/Elders:  Frank Graham, Joyce Highsmith 
Ushers: Rich Giannola, Head Usher; David Harris, Judy Jones, Peggy Merritt, Charlie Metzler,  
John Sandeen 
A/V: Gary Rawls 

Hospitality Teams 
Greeters:  Sally Jones 
Welcome Center Host: Kay Dano 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Sue & Ed Slezycki 

We invite you to take home your SMPC Weekly as a reference to future opportunities to become more 
engaged in the life of our faith community. 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  matt@smpchome.org 
Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation rebecca@smpchome.org 
Audrey McConnell, Director of Music audrey.mcconnell@gmail.com 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry jessica@smpchome.org 
Rev. Cynthia Williams, Associate Pastor cynthia.williams@smpchome.org 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church 
8601 Bryant Farms Rd., Charlotte, NC 28277 

smpcoffice@smpchome.org    704-544-0404    www.smpchome.org 
 

http://www.smpchome.org/GiveOnline
http://www.smpchome.org/

